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Benefits for Students in the Ongoing “City Game” 
 
Design-Based Learning (DBL) is described as a “city game” because of its interactive, student-
driven nature that encourages exploration, creativity, problem-solving, and collaboration.  
 
Academic Benefits: 

• Improves critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 
• Enhances understanding of interdisciplinary concepts (e.g., STEM/STEAM). 
• Increases ability to apply knowledge in real-world contexts. 
• Strengthens literacy, research, and communication skills. 
• Requires accountability. During the “city game,” students adhere to criteria, identify needed 

improvements, learn factual information and how it contributes to the growth of their 
classroom City. 

• Emphasizes real-world connections. The “city game”  answers the common question, “Why 
do I have to learn this?” by making knowledge relevant, visible, and applicable to real-life 
problems.  

 
Social and Emotional Learning Benefits: 

• Develops greater resilience and perseverance through iterative learning. 
• Strengthens collaboration, teamwork, and leadership skills. 
• Increases confidence in public speaking, presentations, and sharing ideas. 
• Deepens a sense of empathy and responsibility toward students’ community. 
• Eases anxiety about learning and reduces fear of failure. There are no mistakes because the 

“city game” invites students to take risks by building their ideas before learning then 
applying factual information to refine their initial thinking. Non-judgmental feedback from 
peers and instructors validates students’ efforts leading to feelings of self-worth.  

• Develops a sense of community. Having students work together to build a City of the Future 
fosters collaboration and the feeling that they are part of the classroom community and the 
broader community beyond the classroom. 

 
Creativity & Innovation Benefits: 

• Celebrates creativity, boosts self-esteem, confidence, and self-worth. By emphasizing 
creativity and critical thinking over rote memorization, students gain confidence in their 
ideas and decision-making skills. 

• Encourages lifelong curiosity. The continuous nature of the “city game” nurtures a habit of 
questioning, critical thinking, and curiosity about the world, and about students’ future 
possibilities. 

• Exercises the ability to approach problems with creative, outside-the-box thinking and 
doing. 

• Promotes understanding of the design process: brainstorming, prototyping, testing, and 
refining. 

• Cultivates appreciation for open-ended problem-solving and questioning the status quo. 


